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    change and place 

         are words that evoke strong emotions.

     Both can be loved or hated. 
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We call for, fight against, 

or cope with change. 

We have our place to escape to, 

a place we make our own, 

or a place we’ve left behind.
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Welcome to Our Eighth Annual Event! 
In the spirit of TED’s belief that ideas can change the world, we have chosen 
Changing Places as our 2017 theme.  

n Changing places is not just about watching the changes—it is about our own   
 power to change the places and issues we care about.

n Places change around us and often our attention goes to the changes we dislike  
 in our community, culture, or city; today we will focus on positive changes.

n Changing places is also about the power of empathy—what we can learn when  
 we figuratively change places to look through the world from another’s perspective. 

We have curated our speakers and performers for their unique and powerful stories. 
We have also curated and created experiences in the lobby. 

These attendee experiences can create opportunities for conversation 
and interactions. 

The chance meetings and encounters during breaks and over meals 
are an important part of what makes this event so special.

Thank you for being here—and best wishes for a memorable day.
 
Elizabeth Coppinger
Executive Director & Curator
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SESSION 1           SESSION 2

changing 
 the game
9:30am – 10:45am

Jevin West, Ph.D
UW data science professor, bullshit fighter

Jennifer Hansen
Gates Foundation Knowledge Officer, 
passionate advocate for open data

Geoffrey Castle
Musician, innovator 

Aji Piper
High school student, plaintiff, 
climate-change fighter

changing 
         the future
11:15am – 12:25pm

Charlie Swan
Entrepreneur, urbanist, 
Pacific Hyperloop co-founder

Sandy Coiffi
Filmmaker, teacher, VR/AR producer

Steve Davis
PATH CEO, serial entrepreneur, 
philanthropist 

Lunch Break
12:25pm – 1:40pm

Conversation Break
10:45am – 11:15am

Speaker Schedulechangingplaces
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changing 
      the intolerable
1:40pm – 2:55pm

Tacoma Refugee Choir
Singers, survivors, community of support

Rex Hohlbein & Jenn LeFreniere
Architects, BLOCK Project founders, 
community builders

Patty Fleischmann
Therapist, Stolen Youth founder, agitator

Ava Holmes
Producer, dancer, co-founder 
of Fashion for Conservation

changing 
      the human spirit
3:25pm – 4:30pm

Fariba Alamdari, Ph.D
Boeing Vice President of Marketing, 
immigrant, mentor

Jim Haven
Wondernaut, creative director, 
divergent thinker 

Northwest Tap Connection
Dancers, social justice activists, 
transformation makers

RedWolf Pope
Native American activist, 
entrepreneur, attorney

Conversation Break
2:55pm – 3:25pm

SESSION 3           SESSION 4

changingplaces
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Jevin West, Ph.D
is not afraid to call out bullshit for what it is—
and wants to teach us how to do the same.

As an associate professor at the Information School at the 

University of Washington, and co-director of the Data Lab, 

Jevin West draws on his expertise in statistics, data, and 

algorithms to ferret out the flaws in the ways big data are 

manipulated and presented. That’s why he and his colleague 

Carl Bergstrom launched CallingBullshit.org last January, 

and developed a wildly popular course, “Calling Bullshit in the 

Age of Big Data.” With some 60 colleges and universities now 

developing similar programs, and educators at high schools 

across the country using materials from their site, West’s work 

might finally prove correct Mark Twain’s quote, “Three kinds  

of lies: lies, damned lies, and then there are statistics.” 

Why We Chose Him:

Who else can say they have ever 
taught a class on bullshit?

CallingBullshit.org

@callin_bull

/callinBS
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Jennifer Hansen
is a librarian who believes everyone should 
have free access to academic research.

Why We Chose Her:

Hansen believes in a world with 
free exchange of research data 
and findings.

Growing up in a small town, Hansen says she and her 

family didn’t have much, but her local library was rich  

with information. Access to that information made her 

who she is today—the Senior Officer for Knowledge   

& Research at the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  

Now she’s working to make valuable information— 

funded public research—available globally, for free.  

The push for open access addresses two issues:  

One, equity. Two, the more widely and easily innovation 

is shared, the more new innovations can develop.  

When it comes to research exploring life-threatening 

diseases and life-changing solutions, that’s critical. 

hansenplanet.com

@HansenJen

changingplaces
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Geoffrey Castle 
aims to shatter people’s preconceived notions 
of what is possible on a violin.  

Why We Chose Him:

Castle gives back through 
performances at schools from 
kindergarten to college.

Castle is a pioneer on the electric six-string 

violin. Introduced to the instrument at the age of 

eight, Castle has never looked back. From street 

musician in New York and Paris to performer 

in a Tony Award-winning Broadway production, 

this virtuoso has released 12 albums on his 

own record label, and (in collaboration with T.F. 

Barrett) invented a six-string electric violin. Often 

playing for schools, Castle loves inspiring kids—

first to pick up a stringed instrument, and then to 

learn to “play outside the box” of what they think 

is possible.

geoffreycastle.com

/geoffreycastleofficialpage
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Aji Piper
has been a climate-change activist 
since the age of 12.

Why We Chose Him:

We need to hear from the generation 
that will live with the consequences   
of our actions.

A local climate change workshop inspired Piper to realize 

there was more he could do to save the earth beyond planting 

trees. When asked to speak at a rally to protest oil trains 

clamoring through Seattle, his mother encouraged him to fight 

a case of the nerves by singing. Piper composed an original 

song on his ukulele and sang a warning to the crowd. His 

visibility and charm allowed him to connect with other student 

activists in the fight to protect the environment. Together, they 

sued the Washington State Department of Ecology to enact 

new regulatory standards. Now, Piper is taking the fight to the 

next level. Piper believes that the voices that will guide the 

future are here today and must be amplified.

ourchildrenstrust.org

/PftPWA

changingplaces
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Charlie Swan
thinks a one-way trip from Seattle to Portland 
could take only 20 minutes—that’s just to start.

Why We Chose Him:

Swan’s ability to see beyond the 
technology to the broader impact  
it will have on our culture.

“A rocket will never be able to leave the earth’s 

atmosphere,” says a poster on Swan’s wall (quoting a 

1936 New York Times article). Imagining possibilities 

beyond our current technological capabilities is what 

propels him out of bed daily. During his sophomore 

year of college, Swan’s student-led team came in  

11th in the 2016 Hyperloop One Global Challenge.  

The goal? Build Hyperloop networks to transport people 

and freight at 700mph between cities via a frictionless 

sealed pod system. Swan’s enthusiasm for the  

promise of high-speed transport will thrill your   

inner George Jetson.

charlieswan.io

@charlie_swan13

/charlieswan13

@char_swan
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Sandy Cioffi
is using the new tools of “mixed reality” 
to create a new form of storytelling.

Why We Chose Her:

The Seattle area is rapidly becoming 
a hub of mixed-reality technology 
and storytelling; Cioffi represents 
those changes. 

Mixed reality (XR) technologies (virtual reality, 

augmented reality, and 360-degree video) enable Cioffi to 

tell the stories she most wants to share with the world as 

a physically interactive experience. This award-winning 

artist and former film and video professor has brought to 

the screen stories from the Niger Delta in Nigeria (Sweet 

Crude), and documented life among post-9/11 immigrants 

in the United States. She sees in XR new spaces for 

engagement and connection, solving social problems, 

and promoting understanding of what is uniquely human. 

Cioffi says XR filmmaking can change our worldview, just 

as seeing the moon and stars through a telescope did. 

sandycioffi.com

@fearless360team

@sandycioffi

changingplaces
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Steve Davis
thinks we have more impact on disease elimination 
than we may realize.

Why We Chose Him:

Davis is leading PATH at a time of 
unprecedented progress in changing 
the future of global health.

As the president and CEO of PATH, a Seattle-based 

non-governmental organization focused on global 

health, Davis is working to bring an extraordinary 

vision to reality—the global elimination of the world’s 

most deadly and debilitating diseases. PATH works 

on vaccines, drugs, diagnostics, devices, and system 

and service innovations, and Davis brings a diversity 

of experience to his role. He’s a former human-rights 

lawyer, a nationally-recognized technology business 

innovator, and social activist and leads a team   

of inventors, scientists, and physicians at the   

40+ year-old organization.   

@SteveDavisPATH 

@pathglobalhealth

/PATHglobalhealth



15

Tacoma Refugee Choir
fuels friendships across diverse communities 
through the power of song. 

Why We Chose Them:

This choir brings refugees a community, 
a purpose, and the joy of singing.

At a time when the US is divided along 

immigration policy lines, and people often respond 

from a place of fear, the Tacoma Refugee Choir 

strives to build bridges in the community by 

spreading a message of hope and empathy. 

TRC is a non-auditioned choir composed of both 

immigrants and US-born locals. Its mission is to 

unite, uplift, and inspire through the transformative 

power of music. The choir’s name comes from a 

desire to stand with political refugees in solidarity 

and support. Today, the choir stands for all who 

have suffered injustice. 

TacomaRefugee.org

/TacomaRefugeeChoir

@TacomaRefugeeChoir

changingplaces
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Rex Hohlbein & Jenn LaFreniere
have a plan to end homelessness—
your backyard could help.

Why We Chose Them:

This father and daughter pair believe 
that ending homelessness has a lot 
more to do with changing ourselves.

At the 2014 TEDxSeattle, Hohlbein presented a series 

of portraits and stories, “Facing Homelessness,” in 

which they asked the audience to simply say hello 

to people who are often overlooked. Hohlbein’s 

mission to humanize homelessness continues: he’s 

now teaming up with his daughter, Jenn LaFreniere, 

to take a bold next step. Both architects, they have 

designed several 125-square-foot, fully functioning 

off-grid, green homes for their new initiative, The 

BLOCK Project. Their goal? Use these mini homes  

to change the face of homelessness in Seattle— 

and end it.

The-block-project.com
block-architects.com
@HomelessSeattlechangingplaceschangingplaces
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Rex Hohlbein & Jenn LaFreniere Patty Haven Fleischmann
is successfully combating child trafficking in Seattle, 
catalyzing similar nationwide efforts.

Why We Chose Her:

She is bringing awareness and driving 
local engagement to the problem of 
child sex trafficking.

As a therapist, child of a Holocaust survivor, and “kid 

advocate,” Fleischmann is passionate about coaching 

others to manage trauma. Inspired by a heart-rending 

documentary on child trafficking, Fleischmann launched 

a Seattle-based non-profit to tackle the pernicious trade 

locally. Having raised $4.5 million to fund organizations 

that disrupt both supply and demand, Fleischmann 

is galvanizing the community, and creating a national 

conversation. Because she believes it’s possible for 

young sexual abuse survivors to push forward through 

their trauma and rediscover loving bonds, she is leading 

the charge to make it happen.

stolenyouth.org/

/patty-haven-fleischmann-b0159912

/stolen.youth.seattle

@StolenYouthWA

changingplaces
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Ava Holmes
came, saw, but refused to conquer—at least, 
not the way most fashion brands do.

Why We Chose Her:

Holmes has combined her passion for 
fashion with her deep love of nature to create 
new alliances across these two worlds.

Initially inspired by her film-producer mother and her father, 

an instructor in outdoor survival skills who raised Ava to 

love the outdoors, Holmes’ career in fashion has been 

influenced by her connection to nature—and her desire 

to conserve it. Thus her creative approach to fashion and 

conservation. Eschewing traditional fashion production 

because of its excessive waste, Holmes decided fashion 

should be the solution to its own problem—her reason 

to launch Fashion for Conservation. It’s working. Her 

approach has been featured on the catwalk in fashion 

weeks worldwide as well as in mainstream media, reaching 

non-traditional audiences with a message of conservation.

avajholmes.com

/ava-j-holmes-82572a45

/AvaJordanHolmes

@ava.j.holmeschangingplaceschangingplaces
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Ava Holmes Fariba Alamdari, Ph.D
is a Middle Eastern woman and immigrant who knows firsthand 
what it means to surmount sociocultural barriers and win.

Why We Chose Her:

Alamdari is the poster child for turning 
what others might initially see as 
weaknesses into strengths.

       /dalamdari

As Vice President of Marketing for Boeing, Alamdari 

is the picture of success. But the hurdles to achieve 

this have been many: being female in a culture that 

prizes males, an Iranian in Western society, and one 

of few women in the aerospace field. Despite the 

naysayers, Alamdari has continued to believe that 

being a woman and immigrant makes her a major 

asset—a belief affirmed when Boeing promoted her 

twice before she had even accepted their offer. For 

Alamdari, success starts with embracing diversity, 

and knowing the value you bring to your organization 

and community.

changingplaces



20 2017Seattle

Jim Haven
isn’t a scientist—he’s a wondernaut who’s captivated 
by the night sky.

Why We Chose Him:

Because you don’t have to experience 
a total solar eclipse to find awe.

Haven, former Executive Creative Director at 

Creature, set up his first telescope at age 46. 

As he gazed at the rings of Saturn, he was 

overwhelmed with a new sense of wonder, one 

that made him see the world with an altered 

perspective. Inspired, Haven took this idea and 

turned it into a career advocating for the power 

of wonder to spark big ideas and great change. 

To him, it all starts with looking up.

JimHaven.com

/Jim-Haven-a183081

@Jimhavenchangingplaceschangingplaces
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Jim Haven Northwest Tap Connection
inspires and teaches youth from underserved communities to 
comment on social issues through the physical expression of dance.

Why We Chose Them:

Because movement is power—  
and these young people have  
the power to move us all.

This race- and social-justice-oriented studio aims to enrich 

young people’s lives through dance, thereby encouraging 

self-confidence, self-discipline, achievement, and goal-

setting. Northwest Tap’s performances often address 

racial injustice from the perspective of youth. The students’ 

protest dance “Hell You Talmbout,” whose YouTube video 

went viral within two weeks of its release, led to their 

inclusion in a short film of the same name, the goal of which 

is to heighten awareness about black individuals killed by 

police. This studio continues to give youth a platform to 

creatively address social justice issues, and produce work 

that fosters positive change in their communities.

NWTapConnection.org

/Northwest-Tap-Connection-
Official-203246449738888/

changingplaces
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RedWolf Pope
brings us a lesson in courage 
from Standing Rock.

Why We Chose Him:

His ability to bring together history and 
personal experience to tell a valuable 
Native American lesson that rings true 
for us all.

This Native American of Shoshone and Tlingit origin, 

tribal attorney, and tech entrepreneur served as the 

liaison between the Elders, the Veterans, and the legal 

team at the Dakota Access Pipeline protests. RedWolf 

joins us on stage to connect his tribal heritage and his 

experience at Standing Rock to teach us that courage is 

an emotional muscle—one that has the ability to lift our 

fear, and the fear of others around us.

/RedWolfPope

@RedWolfPopechangingplaceschangingplaces
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RedWolf Pope Hosts 

Elizabeth Coppinger 
Executive Director  
& Curator

Coppinger started 
attending TED back in its 
early days in the 1990s. 
This devoted Seattleite 
now holds the single 
license allowed by TED 
for Seattle TEDx events, 
serving as primary 
organizer of TEDxSeattle. 
Coppinger is past Board 
Chair of the Pike Place 
Market Foundation, which 
she managed during 
the market’s recent 
major expansion, from 
fundraising to grand 
opening. She is also on 
the Technology Advisory 
Committee of Seattle 
Opera and an avid rower. 

John Kaufmann
Interactive Host

Kaufmann is an award-
winning theater director, 
performer, and professor, 
focusing on original 
and experimental work. 
His interests lie in the 
intersection of theater, 
gameplay, and social 
and personal change. 
Kaufmann’s extensive 
background ranges from 
directing Antony and 
Cleopatra at Consolidated 
Works to performing on 
stage with the Seattle 
Shakespeare Company. 
He has also written and 
presented planetarium 
programs for the Seattle 
Science Center and other 
venues around the world.

Deborah Wang
Host

Wang is an award-winning 
radio and television 
journalist who has worked 
in the broadcast industry 
for over three decades. 
Starting out at a small 
public radio station in 
Massachusetts, she went 
on to work for National 
Public Radio and ABC 
News, based in Hong 
Kong and Beijing. Locally, 
she has served as a 
news reporter for KUOW 
Public Radio and hosts IN 
Close on KCTS 9. Wang 
is Interim Managing Editor 
for the Northwest News 
Network, and calls 
Seattle home.

Mary Lydia Ryan
Musical Host

Ryan is a Seattle vocalist, 
musician, and composer. 
Performing on the piano 
since the age of 2-1/2, 
Ryan is passionate about 
creating music to inspire 
and lift others. Regularly 
performing live around the 
US as a solo pianist, as 
well as vocalist alongside 
other talented musicians, 
she has released several 
albums. Through her 
work in meditation                
and mindfulness, Ryan 
also mentors others 
through barriers that 
inhibit creativity.

changingplaces



24 2017Seattle

Experience Sessions

changingplaceschangingplaces
A day spent listening to a fascinating mix of ideas and 

speakers. It’s a cognitive workout, isn’t it? The brain 

is creating new neural pathways as we all listen to the 

same presentations, but process what we’re hearing 

through our individual experiences. 

As we explore Changing Places, notice what you’re 

experiencing throughout the day. We’ve designed 

a variety of ways for you to process the innovative 

thinking each session delivers. Give yourself points for 

the opportunities available all day, and for sharing ideas 

with one another. After all, isn’t that the point of TED? 
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o	 Showed up

o	 Met a stranger 

o	 Shook a hand 

o	 Took a photo 

o	 Shared contact information

o	 Opened a door for a stranger 

o	 Changed my mind 

o	 Played a game on my phone 

o	 Was aware of my breathing 

o	 Had actions influenced by list 

o	 Shared my lunch 

o	 Participated in social media 

o	 Experienced AR 

o	 Met one of today’s speakers 

o	 Thought of witticism too late 

o	 Was introduced to a book 

o	 Felt spurred to action 

o	 Received a hug 

o	 Made art 

o	 Made a new friend 

o	 Admired a tattoo 

o	 Patted a back 

o	 Rushed to judgement 

o	 Took a selfie 

o	 Doodled 

o	 Wrote in my journal 

o	 Loved a speaker 

o	 Disagreed with a speaker 

o	 Named a street 

o	 Decorated an X 

o	 Saw an old friend 

o	 Shared a thought 

o	 Had an epiphany 

o	 Had a sandwich 

o	 Laughed out loud 

o	 Shed a tear 

o	 Gasped 

o	 Rode a bike indoors 

o	 Felt inspired 

o	 Felt angry 

o	 Felt overwhelmed 

o	 Got interviewed 

o	 Gave a standing ovation 

o	 Hydrated properly 

o	 Caffeinated excessively 

o	 Contributed to a kiosk 

o	 Gave a compliment 

o	 Created an equation 

o	 Had a flash from my past 

o	 Made an introduction 

o	 Experienced silence 

How many did you experience today?

___	TOTAL           ___	TOTAL      ___	TOTAL

TEDxSeattle audience experiences developed by Interplay Experience Design

3

changingplaces
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We create opportunities to gather as a community throughout the year—and the activities are as 
varied as the ideas you’ll hear today. Subscribe to our newsletter (TEDxSeattle.com/sign-up) and 
follow us on social media to learn more. 

TEDxSeattleLive Events offer live access to the big TED conferences. Last April, 
nearly 100 people gathered to watch live presentations at the annual TED event—the original  
“big” TED conference. The 2018 TED conference “Age of Amazement” runs April 10–14, and  
we are planning to again host a simulcast event (day TBD).

Earlier this month, we hosted an afternoon viewing of the TEDWomen conference,  
a TED-managed event that focuses on women and girls as creators and change-makers. 
We are working on plans to bring together a local audience again next year. 

TEDxSeattle Salons are smaller, informal events 
that showcase select, theme-driven TED talks. 
Salons offer the chance to engage more deeply,  
and explore ideas and issues in a community of 
fellow learners. 

TEDxSeattleAdventures take you into the real 
world of ideas and innovation. By working with past 
speakers, unique locations, and inventive ideas, 
Adventures provide small groups with behind-the-
scenes access to the people and places that make 
our local community so dynamic. Recent Adventures include an internationally recognized writers 
retreat and a science night at a malaria-fighting lab. 

TEDxSeattle is a Year-Round Experience
Salons, Adventures, and more. It’s about community 

2016 Speaker Alexis Kaushansky at the Center for Infectious 
Disease Research Science Night

changingplaces
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TEDxSeattle Speaker Books
Seattle has a reputation as a city of book lovers. If you’re looking for a “something 
new” to read, here are books this year’s speakers describe as influences on their 
thinking, as well as a selection of books written by previous TEDxSeattle speakers. 

Fariba Alamadari, Ph.D
n The Path to Power, Margaret Thatcher
n Lean In, Sheryl Sandberg

Sandy Cioffi
n Teaching to Transgress, bell hooks
n Reality Is Broken, Jane McGonigal

Steve Davis
n The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker
n Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters 
 in the End, Atul Gawande

Patty Fleischmann 
n Heroic Leadership: Best Practices from a   
 450-Year-Old Company That Changed 
 the World, Chris Lowney
n SOLD, Patricia McCormick

Jennifer Hansen 
n A People’s History of the United States, 
 Howard Zinn
n The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, 
 Rebecca Skloot

Rex Hohlbein & Jenn LaFreniere 
n Souls in the Hands of a Tender God, 
 Craig Rennebohm
n In Praise of Shadows, Jun’ichiro Tanizaki

Jim Haven
n Operating Manual for Spaceship Earth, 
 Buckminster Fuller
n A More Beautiful Question, Warren Berger

Ava Holmes 
n The Whale Rider, Witi Ihimaera
n Alexander McQueen: Unseen, Robert Fairer

RedWolf Pope
n Black Elk Speaks, John G Neihardt
n A Theory of Justice, John Rawls

Charlie Swan 
n Jet: Frank Whittle and the Invention of the 
 Jet Engine, John Golley
n The Black Swan: The Impact of the Highly 
 Improbable, Nassim Taleb

Jevin West, Ph.D
n The Demon-Haunted World: Science 
 as a Candle in the Dark, Carl Sagan
n The Mathematical Theory of Communication,   
 Claude E. Shannon and Warren Weaver
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TEDxSeattle Speaker Books
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2010 
Patricia Kuhl 
n The Scientist in the Crib: What Early 
 Learning Tells Us About the Mind
 (with Alison Gopnik & Andrew N. Meltzoff)

Eric Liu 
n You’re More Powerful Than You Think: 
 A Citizen’s Guide to Making Change Happen

2011
Dimitri Christakis 
n The Elephant in the Living Room: 
 Make Television Work for Your Kids

Patti Dobrowolski 
n Drawing Solutions: How Visual Goal 
 Setting Will Change Your Life

Pepper Schwartz
n 50 Great Myths of Human Sexuality 

2012
Leslie Morgan Steiner  
n Crazy Love

Terry Brooks 
n The Shannara series

2013
John Marzluff 
n Gifts of the Crow: How Perception, 
 Emotion, and Thought Allow Smart 
 Birds to Behave Like Humans

Norm Stamper 
n To Protect and Serve: How to Fix 
 America’s Police

2015
David Schmader  
n Weed: The User’s Guide: A 21st Century   
 Handbook for Enjoying Marijuana

Dan Diamond, M.D. 
n Beyond Resilience: Trench-tested Tools 
 to Thrive Under Pressure

2016
Lesley Hazleton 
n Agnostic: A Spirited Manifesto

Celeste Headlee 
n We Need to Talk: How to Have 
 Conversations That Matter

Selection of Books by Past TEDxSeattle Speakers

changingplaces
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Elizabeth Coppinger 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & CURATOR

Cherylynne Crowther 
MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS  
StorySeller Content Strategy

Lisa Phelps Dawes
SPEAKER TEAM* 
Storied Thoughts

Andrea Driessen 
PARTNERSHIPS 
Mixing Chamber® 
idea activator

Lee Gibbs
SPEAKER TEAM*

Elena Bordas Guijarro 
HR TEAM

Nick Hart
VOLUNTEER TEAM

Rob Hyman
AUDIENCE EXPERIENCE
Interplay Experience Design

Jennifer Jones
FRONT OF HOUSE 
Milligan Events

Scott Karman 
PRODUCTION
Silver Fox Productions

Phil Klein 
SALONS & ADVENTURES 
Community Knowledge Works 

Dennis Marvel 
CO-ORGANIZER

Lorie Thomas 
EVENTS MANAGEMENT 
SHW Events

TEDxSeattle Team
As you read this, dozens of volunteers are at the end of a year-long effort to bring this event to life. 
From today’s volunteers who greeted you at the door or registration, to those who will spend today 
backstage or in the lobby, to those now sitting among you to watch their thousands of hours of 
work come to life on stage. TEDxSeattle succeeds thanks to the many people who give their time 
and talent to the all-volunteer organization. Here’s a look at who does what. 

Knocked out type

White type

Executive Team
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SPEAKER TEAM*
Coaches
Ken Boynton
Message Glue
Bo Roth
Rock Your Talk
Jacqueline Farrington
Farrington Partners

Screening Team 
Sumit Pahwa 
Erin Loman Jeck
Kaia  Laursen

Speaker Laison
Greg Meyer

PARTNERSHIP TEAM
D.J. Benson
Drew Dudley 
Saskia Houwing
Stephen Danos
Tim Mather
Paola Taylor
Nick Lazaroff
Two Gold Rings

COMMUNICATIONS
& MARKETING TEAM:
Website & Design
Darren Krape
Mediaspoke

Creative Director
Shannon Ondeck 
StarDesign.Graphics

Graphic Design
Janice Wang

Media Relations
Richard Tso

Website
Daren Morreale

Social Media Producer
Shelby Kindem

Speaker Interviews
Traca Savadago

Event Day Photography 
Jasmine Chang
Gummi Ibsen 
Patrick Sui
Tim Tan
Andrew Tat

Copywriters
Samantha Farquharson 
Britt Sylvester

Copy Editing 
Kevin J. O’Conner
Ellen Kuwana

AUDIENCE EXPERIENCE
Sign Design & 
Management
Kiran C. M. Bernard 

Experience Project 
Management
Ian Cobb

Comic Illustrator
Damon Brown

ADMINISTRATION 
Recruiter
Neiha Arora

Patron Lounge Manager
J.D. Brown

Ticketing
Sean Dudley
Madison North

Front of House 
Anastasia Kunderova

Group Project Manager
Miaenn Olander
Waypoint Risk Management 

Controller
Brett Worrall

SALONS & ADVENTURES 
Neeti Kanodra
Anna Sun Choi
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Core Team

*Special recognition to the 
Speaker Team for their 
nearly year-round work to 
identify ideas, review and 
vet potential speakers, and 
provide extensive writing and 
coaching support to each 
TEDxSeattle presenter. 

changingplaces
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TITLE PARTNER

WSECU 

WORKSPACE

WeWork

COMMUNICATIONS

Edelman 

MEDIA

KCTS

EVENT MANAGEMENT

SHW Events
Milligan Events

Event Partners

Powered by our partners
Our sincere thanks to the following organizations who partner with TEDxSeattle to  
provide the financial support, skills, and resources to make this annual event a reality.
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AV Factory

Evia (simulcast)

Fortune Management

Interplay Experience 
Design

LanePowell

Milligan Events

Printwest

Red Element

Silver Fox Productions

StarDesign.Graphics

The Snap Bar

Universe

Event Production
& Support

changingplaces
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TEDxSeattle Activities Partners
Thanks to the following organizations for their support of TEDxSeattle events as varied as  
live simulcasts of TED and TEDWomen, a mosquito-lab tour, and a women’s writing retreat. 
Sign up for the TEDxSeattle newsletter for information on activities throughout the year.
 

Student Ticket Underwriters 
We thank the following organizations and individuals for generously partnering 
with us to provide hundreds of discounted tickets for students:  

Vulcan Inc. 
Nick Hanauer
Dennis Marvel

Ellen Ferguson 
Stickney Research
Melissa Waggener Zorkin

Logo sheet

Primary Logo

Horizontal Logo 1
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After-party and Speaker-dinner Partners 
Community grows when we gather together. Thanks to the following companies,  
our speakers met one another at a private dinner, and hundreds of us will meet   
tonight at the After Party. 

Backstage Support Partners
We thank the following companies for providing food and beverages for 
our all-volunteer crew. 

changingplaces
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Join the experience

TEDXSEATTLE.com

Team Member

Seattle

changing places

Front

changing places

BE bold

The past is no longer 
predictive of the future

#disruptyourself
B+H ADVANCE STRATEGY

Vulcan Inc. is the engine behind 
philanthropist and Microsoft cofounder 
Paul G. Allen’s network of organizations 
and initiatives, empowered by Paul’s 
vision to be a catalyst for change and 
make a positive difference in the world.

 
Learn more at vulcan.com
and follow us @VulcanInc

Wine & Food Pairing – Wine Tasting – Wine-by-the-Glass – Special Events

©
20

17
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Discover an engaging 
wine country experience 

in the heart of 
Seattle,  featuring 
the iconic wines of                 
Double Canyon,    

Seven Hills Winery         
and Archery Summit.

P I O N E E R  S Q U A R E 
3 0 7  O C C I D E N T A L  A V E  S 
2 0 6 . 6 2 3 . 5 8 3 5
E S TAT E S W I N E R O O M .C O M
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T-Shirts for Sale in Lobby
TODAY ONLY -  SUPPORT FUTURE EVENTS

Seattle
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Knowledge informs 

PROGRESS. 

I N S P I R I N G  A  SM A R T E R  W O R L D

WeWork provides beautiful workspace, an inspiring 
community, and meaningful services to empower  
you and your team.

Find inspiring workspace at one of our 5 locations  
in Seattle. we.co/tedxseattle 

MAKE A LIFE,  
NOT JUST A LIVING

Knowledge informs 

PROGRESS. 

I N S P I R I N G  A  SM A R T E R  W O R L D
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wsecu.org | 800.562.0999

C H A N G E
I S  A

J O U R N E Y

Let’s take it  together
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TEDxSeattle.com
/TEDxSeattle
@TEDxSeattle

2017Seattle
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